
Does the water body constitute, form part of or 

affect a protected area or is it affected by other 

existing EU (environmental) legislation?

Do requirements for the 

protected area or other 

existing EU 

(environmental) 

legislation preclude 

exceptions?*

A1) Is status or potential worse than good?
Quality requirements are 

set to at least good status 

or potential. 

Yes

No

Examine 

exceptions.

*information needed at a later stage of standard setting

Quality requirements are 

set to at least good status 

or potential. 

No

Examine exceptions.

Ensure that special 

requirements are met.

• Move on to B1.

Yes

Yes

No



Take into account any specific requirements 

for protected areas or other existing EU 

(environmental) legislation.

• Set the quality requirement to at least good 

status or potential.

B2) Will good status or potential be achieved 

within the cycle?

Investigate less stringent 

requirements.

• Proceed to Step C1

B1) Have measures needed to achieve good 

status or potential already been implemented?

Take into account any specific 

requirements for protected areas or 

other existing EU (environmental) 

legislation.

• Set extended deadline

• Good status or potential as 

soon as natural conditions 

allow 

Yes

No

No

Yes

C1) Is ongoing human activity the 

reason why the water body does not 

achieve good status or potential?

C2) Is there another way that is 

better for the environment?

Yes
Take into account any specific requirements for 

protected areas or other existing EU (environmental) 

legislation.

• Set the quality requirement to good status or 

potential. 

• The measures need to be implemented 

urgently

C3) Is it impossible to implement 

measures to improve the status or 

good potential of the water body?

C4) Does the implementation of 

measures to improve the status or 

good potential of the water body 

entail unreasonable costs?

Take into account any specific requirements for 

protected areas or other existing EU (environmental) 

legislation.

• Set less stringent quality requirements.

• Indicate all possible measures that need to be 

taken to achieve the best possible status or 

potential

• Ensure measures against further deterioration.

• The measures need to be implemented urgently

No

No

Yes

No

Take into account any specific requirements 

for protected areas or other existing EU 

(environmental) legislation.

• Set the quality requirement to at least good 

status or potential.

• The measures need to be 

implemented urgently

No

Yes

Yes

This applies to forward-looking



This applies in retrospect

B2) Was it technically possible to take 

measures before 2027 to achieve good status 

or potential?

B3) Was it possible to take measures to 

achieve good status or potential at reasonable 

costs before 2027?

Take into account any specific requirements for 

protected areas or other existing EU 

(environmental) legislation.

• Set the quality requirement to at least good 

status or potential.

Take into account any specific 

requirements for protected areas or 

other existing EU (environmental) 

legislation.

• Set extended deadline

• Good status or potential as 

soon as natural conditions 

allow after 2027 

B4) Will good status or potential be achieved 

by 2027?

Investigate less stringent 

requirements.

• Proceed to Step C1

B1) Have all measures to achieve good status 

or potential already been implemented?

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No
Yes


